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SUMMARY

The family correspondence (1796-1800) between Andrei Timofeevich Bolotov, 
a Tula landowner, writer, memoirist, natural scientist and his son Pavel is a unique 
documentary account that allows for the study of the provincial nobility mentality 
in h istorical perspective. This scholarly publication consists of a history and 
biography-based monograph th a t reconstructs the history of the Bolotov family and 
examines the specific features of Russian society in the reign of Paul I. It introduces 
into scholarly discourse 217 letters w ritten by the Bolotovs, which makes it possible 
to treat historical events of the late seventeenth century through the lens of personal 
factors. The correspondence reveals the attitude of a provincial noble family towards 
the new developments launched by Emperor Paul. The letters reflect the corres­
pondents’ reactions to the coverage of Russia’s participation in the Second Anti- 
French Coalition in the European press. The letters concerning the actions of the 
Russian (allied) army under the command of A. V. Suvorov during the Italian 
campaign of 1799 are filled with drama. The Bolotovs correspondence might be of 
much interest for those studying how A.V. Suvorov’s personality and victories were 
perceived by his contemporaries, as well as the nature of the emergence of legends 
and anecdotes about the great military leader during his lifetime. The correspon­
dence presents the history of the Bolotovs’ estate in Dvorianinovo, the estate of a 
new type, where the manor house, surrounded by a garden, flowerbeds, and ponds, 
made integral solid with arable lands, hayfields, mills, and a tobacco manufactory. 
The extensive commentaries on the letters provide information about the Bolotovs’ 
social circle, provincial officials, state and military figures, as well as the reading 
repertoire of the Tula nobility and the periodicals they subscribed to. The publication 
of the Bolotovs’ epistolary legacy will open new horizons for studying the most 
important aspects of Russian history in the Modern period, including culture history, 
history of everyday life, and microhistory.
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Рисунок П. А. Болотова. 
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П. А. Болотов (?). Рассуждение о природе. Рисунок. 
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